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state of affairs, and make it favourable to the king; and, in the
drawing-room of his beloved, many plots were concocted for
bringing him into the ministry. Around him and around her
gathered all those believers in the Constitution who were now
designated Feuillants; and though the more extreme Royalists
of the Assembly refused to have anything to do with the new
party, with all the ability of a loving woman she had collected
around her all the men who were best able to help the Comte
de Narbonne. The idea of Madame de Stael was that all the
jj-oung Feuillants should give an appearance of being as ad-
vanced in their revolutionary ideas as the Girondins themselves;
that they should enthusiastically applaud every patriotic senti-
ment, and, when they had got the ear of the Assembly and of
all France, should endeavour to strengthen the power of the
king. But neither king nor queen cared much for Madame de
Stael and her coterie. They would not trust to her offers of
alliance now, because in former years the young ambassadress
had shown herself a supporter of the party of movement in the
Constituent Assembly. But Madame de Stael's power in Paris
had become very great, and it will be seen that the king was
at last obliged to yield to her wishes and to admit the Comte
de Narbonne into the ministry. But the drawing-room of
Madame de Stael, though it was the head-quarters of all the
young Feuillants, was by no means closed to the brilliant
leaders of the Gironde, and in her rooms those who opposed
each other in the Assembly met on common ground. Unfor-
timately, Madame de Staol's love was rather for an individual
than a cause, and the Girondins, feeling that, were more at
home in the yet more famous salon of Madame Roland.

Manon Jeanne Roland was the daughter of an engraver,1
who lived at Paris towards the close of the eighteenth century.
From her very childhood she declares that she had been
possessed by a longing for social equality, and had been dis-
gusted when but a mere child that the ladies of the court
should be able to dress so well With this love of social

1 See J/Stude sur Madame Roland, by 0. A. Dauban (Paris: 1866); and
his edition of lior Mtmoms (Paris; 1805).